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Worksheet: Getting Started on the Policy Brief

Part I. Review a policy brief.
1) Brainstorm a couple policy areas that you’d like to write about:
Gun policies/ gun control
Prescription drug usage
Abortion/ military abortion policies



2) Search CQ Researcher for this topic and read a brief. What are the main messages and recommendations from this brief?
That women in the military can not get an abortion through military doctors or through tri-care unless the pregnancy is life threatening.




3) Try Googling “policy brief” (or synonyms) for this same topic. What did you find? (You might need to dig a little)/ 
RAND- U.S. Abortion Policy and Fertility 
Jacobs institute of womens health-Medication Abortion




Part II. YOUR policy brief. Choosing topics, arguments, and recommendations can be very overwhelming. Briefs require you to be both broad and specific at the same time. Here are some questions to get you started.

Start with your policy brief’s purpose, audience, and contribution.
1) What problem will your brief address? 
Women’s need for military health insurance to cover abortions 
2) Who is the audience? 
Military personal, political, and general public?  Ha Ha is everyone an okay answer?
a) Why is the problem important to them? 
Save tax payers money, military women having children that they cant afford causes problems for both the mother and child. 
b) What do you know about the audience (e.g., technical knowledge, political or organizational culture or constraints, exposure to the issue, potential openness to the message)?
There will be both political and religious constraints that will make it hard to persuade that military women need this option. 
3) What other policy or issue briefs already exist? 
I didn’t see any policy briefs that explained the benefits of military women being given the option to abort with their Tricare doctor
a) How will your brief differ (e.g., different information, perspective, aim, or audience)? 
I will provide different information.  I will talk about how military women move often which will cause them to marry to keep the family together or it will take the child away from the father if marriage is not an option or a want.  Single military women have a hard time finding and affording day care to watch the child while they work.  Most single military women get out of the service to find a job that can pay better for their children.



Use these questions to lay out the framework and basic content of your policy brief. 
1. What is the aim of the policy brief? Write one or two sentences from which the rest of the brief will follow.
Military personal should be allowed to use on-base doctors or Tricare insurance to get an abortion if a child is not in their family plan at this moment.
2. What is the best hook for the audience? (Hook: set up to get the reader’s attention) 
Explaining how military women have to move often so if they are not married to the father then it can hurt the family dynamic to have the mom move away from the father. 
3. What background information does the audience need?
Statistics on single military moms with children  
4. What data are most important to include for your audience?
5. Low military salary, live away from relatives that could provide cheap day care, separation of parents through reassignment, and over womens health
6. How will you present the data so it best conveys your message (e.g., in text, bar graph, line graph)?
Mostly text, maybe a couple of statics as graphs   
7. What recommendations will you make?
That military women should have all reproductive health covered by their insurance
8. Can you come up with a catchy title? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Female Troops (soldiers, military personal) are not protected by the constitution on which they defend (fight for, lay their life on the line).
This worksheet has been adapted from a worksheet developed by the Women’s and Children’s Health Policy Center at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health entitled “The Art of Crafting Policy Briefs.” 

